Settlement Casestudies

Hanley West and Shelton v Trentham and Hanford

Hanley West and Shelton is an inner city ward of Stoke-on-Trent, west of the city centre – Hanley. It is placed on the ring road, the A500 and the A52. Trentham and Hanford in comparison though is a suburban ward of Stoke on Trent South West of Hanley and on the A34 which leads through from Stone to Stoke’s neighbouring town – Newcastle under Lyme.

Housing and Tenure

Hanley West and Shelton have terraces as the main housing type. These are generally 4 roomed terraces and bathroom with two on the bottom floor and two on the top floor without a garden or off road parking. In drastic comparison Trentham and Hanford are majorly semi-detached or detached housing. This sort of housing has a minimum of 7 rooms with a large garden with a high chance of having a garage. This shows that Hanley West and Shelton are habitable for couples or small families at maximum whereas Trentham and Hanford are able to inhabit large families with ease.
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There is lots of open space in Trentham and Hanford, as is the suburban district, there are many green spaces and parks and with the housing being less dense than in the inner city there is more space on streets as the houses aren’t placed closer together and thus pavements with grass verges are common place. Hanley West and Shelton however is inner city and thus the housing is very dense as because when it was built the target was to get workers very close to the factories they worked in. This means little space was created as the main focus was making house density high.
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The quality of housing in Trentham and Hanford is much more modern due to the fact it is suburban and suburbs were only brought in after World War 2 as an idea long after the inner city area of Hanley West and Shelton. Not only this but the higher wealth, with GDP being £23,400, also means houses are likely be updated and modernised thus the housing is of better quality in this ward. Hanley West and Shelton, on the other hand, don’t have very good quality housing as the housing is old due to them being built during the industrial revolution. The fact they are densely built means that damp and other building problems affect more than one building. The low GDP of £14,560 also disenables the chance to modernise the building quality and the close proximity of neighbours also makes it harder to improve structural soundness.
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The difference in housing ownership is drastic. In Hanley West and Shelton only 25.81% own their property outright in comparison to the 38.65% in Trentham and Hanford. This can be explained by the higher GDP in Trentham and Hanford. The difference in the amount of houses under mortgage is considerable with 20.14% owned under a mortgage in Hanley West and Shelton whereas 49.76% are owned under mortgage in Trentham and Hanford. This can be explained by the fact the population is much more mortgage worthy as 44.79% are in full time employment. When it comes to renting the contrast is larger but in the opposite favour with 51% of properties being rented in Hanley West and Shelton compared to 11% in Trentham and Hanford. Due to the low GDP renting is obviously the most viable option for people in the area as the majority aren’t mortgage worthy or are students only looking for part time accommodation.

Ethnicity
There is a much wider ethnic diversity in Hanley West and Shelton with 76.3% being White in comparison to the 97.51% in Trentham and Hanford. There is also a massive difference in Asian numbers with 18.46% of Hanley West and Shelton’s population being Asian compared to only 1.34% in Trentham and Hanford. The difference is explained by the housing and backed up by the GDP. With housing prices being lower in Hanley West and Shelton immigrants, who are more likely to be working close to minimum wage, are going to find living there more viable whereas Trentham and Hanford’s housing prices are going to be out of the budget for immigrants.

Employment
Employment differs greatly between the two areas with Hanley West and Shelton having a low 18.58% in full-time employment but this can be partly explained by the high percentage of students (11.22%). In comparison to Trentham and Hanford this is drastically different because 44.79% are in full time employment with only 3.14% being students in Trentham and Hanford. This explains the higher GDP in Trentham and Hanford compared to Hanley West and Shelton. The housing is again a high decider in this difference as only people in higher incomes can afford the housing in Trentham and Hanford.

Health
Health is fairly similar in both wards but overall it works in Trentham and Hanford’s favour as 5% more people have good health. In every category below this down to long-term illness the Hanley West and Shelton shows an overall higher percentage in every cohort showing the health is worse here. This can be explained by the working class income levels for this ward as with a lower income unhealthy foods are more likely to be cooked like ready meals with high concentrations of salt and fat. This overall lowers the health. The area also has lower education standards with fewer people in the upper education, which means that food education is lower. This can be proven by a study by Liverpool University in which 14% amount of parents are wrongly think that their kids are of healthy weight. This means that obesity levels are likely to increase bringing the health levels down.

Education

Trentham and Hanford is generally higher educated than Hanley West and Shelton. Trentham and Hanford is higher in all level of qualification including the highest level – 4/5 where it has 19.82%, which is close to the national average. Hanley West and Shelton does however hold an anomaly, as at level 3 it is 27% higher than Trentham and Hanford. This is explained by the high number of students in the area who are only going to have level 3 because they will have only gotten their A levels. The difference in education is the root to all other differences between the two areas with Trentham and Hanford. The higher the education level the higher the GDP is likely to be due to the higher chance of a full time job which backs up the other statistics for both areas.

Provision of Services

The services provided are different in both areas - with the general population needing different things different services will thrive. Services in Hanley West and Shelton comprise of services like weekly or monthly hire shops like ‘Bright House’. These shops are aimed for people who can only afford to buy expensive items over time because they get pay cheques at the end of each month and thus can’t determine whether they will be able to continually pay for something. Not only this but there are also job centres which are designed to find jobs for people who are unemployed and as there is a high percentage in Hanley West and Shelton this is a common service. Hanley West and Shelton does however have many supermarkets because due to the close proximity to the CBD the brownland sites in the inner city area have been turned into supermarkets. Private gyms and golf courses are not in Hanley West and Shelton though whereas they are in Trentham and Hanford. This is because private gyms are generally for the wealthier who can afford it and due to the higher GDP of the area this means it would turn in a profi. Gold courses can also only be built on the outer suburbs as this is the only place the land is free and by default it is also nearer the more affluent who are more likely to take up the game

Social Welfare

Overall the social welfare is higher in Trentham and Hanford as the people have a higher education and thus have a higher chance of a good standard of life with better job opportunities and better access to comparison goods. There is also lots of space improving quality of life and the ability to commute also means that social welfare is high and requires low maintenance. This shows that the quality of life in the inner city is not as good as the quality of life in the suburbs.

